
Communication with patients with severe 
brain injury and disorder of consciousness;  
Developing the KOMUS procedure for assessment and 
rehabilitation  
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1) 72 hours observation in all  
activities

Enables insight in:

 
  and patient’s level of function

  over time

2) Coma Recovery Scale - revised

Enables insight in:

3) Interviewing relatives

Enables insight

 
  communication with the patient

 
  meaningful and wellknown relation.

 
  Everybody will use the same technique in all or most situations.

  to facilitate more communication. E.g. preferation of voice before gesture or headnod; stir before blink.
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fluctuating level of function together with physical and cognitive disabilities 

 

assessment must be conducted in close cooperation with the multidiscipli-
nary team and the relatives of the patient.

-

-
cation strategy to be used with the individual patient.

Method 
 

 

 
  regarding their perceptions of contact and communication with the  
  patient.

 
  descriptions of all activities related to the patient. 

Results
 

important information about the communicative competences of the patient. 
-

-
munication strategies are 1) support of a specific and potentially reproduci-

 
an appropriate body posture for production of speech  

-

-

Conclusion and clinical implications
 

 
 

 

applicability of the procedure.
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